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CE has become mainstream in the green transition 
policy agenda
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CE in Latin America is also picking up
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Despite the hype, global circularity is low & declining

2018 Global Circularity: 9.1% 2023 Global Circularity: 7.2%
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Circularity in Latin America is much lower than 
the global average

2023 LAC Circularity: 1%

Latin America is a global hotspot 

of material extraction 

Around 40% of extracted materials are exported to 

meet global demand

30% of LAC’s emissions are linked to exports &

thus driven by global demand
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CE skepticism is on the rise
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The CE makes sense in theory but finds hurdles 
to have a real impact in practice
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The SME in the Global South factor

The CE´s supposed ´triple impact´ is far from 

straightforward, and even transitions may have 

adverse short-term effects

Circularity affects sectors differently

Promoting circularity requires a combination of 

factors, some related to the business 

environment. Isolated CE actions could even be 

detrimental
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The (lack of) symbiosis factor: Pablo Perez is a ´Man is 
his Island´

https://www.facebook.com/UNIDO.HQ
http://www.twitter.com/UNIDO
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNIDObeta
https://www.instagram.com/unido_newsroom/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/unido
http://www.unido.org
https://www.linkedin.com


10

The technology factor: ANDE´s Oportunidades 
Circulares Program

CE associated to end-of-pipe & low 

tech-intensive activities, i.e

recycling
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The market factor: creating market stimulus through 
public procurement
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The CE policy instrument factor: design & enforcement

VAT exemption

Efficiency standards

Carbon taxation

Material taxation
Green public 
procurement

Landfill taxation

Landfill ban

Waste Hierarchy

Eco-design standards

Information campaigns

Extended Producer 
Responsibility

Recycling targets

Industrial symbiosis program

Environmental labelling

Feed-in-tariffs
Product taxation

Renewable energy certificate

Deposit-refund system

Product prohibition

Regulatory Economic StrategyInformative

Education campaigns

R&D eco-design program

Plastic Action Pact
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Thank You

Manuel Albaladejo

Representante ONUDI para Uruguay, 
Argentina, Chile y Paraguay

+598 93993141

M.Albaladejo@unido.org
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