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SME: Who we are and what we do?

Small economic units 

provide more than 

two thirds of all jobs

Are informal 

economic units

are less productive  

than large firms

pay 50% less than
large firms

Delivery : A team of 150 professionals in  the field and at HQ 

delivering six product lines supporting (green) SME development

Mission : To support the self-employed, micro, small and medium sized 

enterprises to start and grow sustainably creating more and better jobs

70% 80% 33% 50%



Employment in “small economic units”
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Own-account workers 2-9 persons 10-49 persons 50+ persons



Comprehensive Inclusive Participatory

1. Enabling Environment for Sustainable Enterprises



2. Enterprise Formalization

The Approach
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2. Make it attractive to 

formalize

(incentives)

4. Make it less 

attractive 

to be informal

(enforcement) 

3. Make it feasible 

to formalize

(productivity) 

1. Make it easy to 

register and comply

(simplified 

procedures)

www.ilo.org/ef



Gender sensitive  business management  
training

Policy dialogue on women's 
entrepreneurship promotion

Business service provision  for
women entrepreneurs

3. Women's Entrepreneurship Development

250+
Certified
Trainers

Service
Providers

75+ 1 million+

Women



7,000+
Partner 
Organizations

10million+
Jobs created

SIYB currently active

50,000+
Trainers

100+
Countries

using SIYB

4. Entrepreneurship and SIYB

SIYB introduced

/siyb

8

5million+
New businesses

400+
Master Trainers

23.5 million+
Participants

NEW: Entreprenuersip Eco-systems and “Digitalize Your Business” -DYB



5. Complex problems require holistic 

solutions: Productivity Ecosystems

OUTCOMES

FINA  
OUTCOMES



6. Market Systems and Decent Work

2010 20222015 2020

EnterGrowth Value Chain Development with a MSD approach in the ILO

Approach to inclusive Market Systems ILO-UNHCR

Consolidation and expansion of MSD for Decent Work

Entrepreneurship Ecosystems

Productivity Ecosystems

SIYB/WED

SCORE

www.ilo.org/sci



7. Going Green
Our future depends on a just 

transition to a carbon- and 

resource efficient economy

Green Jobs Assessment 

Reports: GAIN

PAGE: Partnership for a Green 

Economy – Ghana, Colombia

Greening SME operations




